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Minister for Community Safety  
 
 

 

By e-mail only 

 

 

Public Audit and Post-legislative 

Scrutiny Committee 

Room T3.60 

The Scottish Parliament 

EDINBURGH 

EH99 1SP 

 

 

Email: papls.committee@parliament.scot    

 

8 March 2021 

Dear Minister 

 

Post-legislative Scrutiny: Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010 
 
Following the evidence session on 18 February 20211, the Public Audit and Post-

legislative Scrutiny Committee agreed to write to you to express its frustration at the 

pace of the Scottish Government’s progress to address the extremely serious issue 

of out of control and dangerous dogs. 

 

As you are aware, this issue was first debated in the Chamber on 8 May 20182, 

where there was cross-party consensus for the need for robust action to be taken by 

Parliament to protect the public from dogs which are out of control. Unfortunately, 

nearly three years on from that debate, a high level of dog attacks continue to be 

reported3, and the probability exists that a significant number of further attacks 

remain unreported.   

                                                           
1
 http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13145&mode=pdf 

2
 http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11514&mode=pdf 

3
 https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Public_Audit/General%20Documents/Ms_Denham_-

_NHS_data_on_dog_attacks_-23_December_2020.pdf 
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During its post-legislative scrutiny of the Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010, the 

Committee received harrowing testimony from the families of children attacked by 

dogs, from those attacked in the course of their employment and from medical 

professionals providing emergency and reconstructive care in the aftermath of these 

attacks4. As a result of this evidence, the Committee recommended in its 2019 

report5 that the Scottish Government undertake a comprehensive review of all dog 

control legislation as a matter of urgency.   

 

The Committee notes that you have put the matter forward for the Scottish 

Government’s legislative programme for the next parliamentary session. The 

Committee further notes your commitment that if the SNP are in Government, this 

issue will be taken forward early in the next session6. However, the Committee 

considers unacceptable the apparent low level of priority the Scottish Government 

has given to the Committee’s recommendations, particularly given the impact on 

public safety.  

 

It is unfortunate that the Committee’s work will now be left to be taken forward in the 

next session of Parliament. The Committee recognises the need to legislate 

comprehensively to ensure that a new framework for dog control legislation is fit for 

purpose. However, the Committee is clear that the legislative and non-legislative 

changes recommended in its report, must be driven forward as a priority in order to 

protect children and adults from what are often life changing attacks. 

 

The Committee will reflect these concerns in its legacy report, along with its 

frustration at the pace of the Scottish Government’s response. It will be 

recommending that the next Parliament continues to place pressure on the Scottish 

Government to legislate to update the current dog control legislation, to ensure it is fit 

for purpose, at the first available opportunity. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jenny Marra MSP 

Convener  

                                                           
4
 http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11957&mode=pdf 

5
 https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/PAPLS/2019/7/18/Post-legislative-Scrutiny--Control-

of-Dogs--Scotland--Act-2010/PAPLSS052019R4.pdf 

6
 http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13145&mode=pdf 
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